NJCF PARTNERS WITH
WETLANDS RESERVE
PROGRAM

The Wetlands Reserve Program, administered by
the US Department of Agriculture - Natural
Resources Conservation Service (USDA-NRCS),
recently agreed to purchase a conservation ease-
ment on approximately 2,200 acres of the agricul-
tural portions of NJCF’s Franklin Parker Preserve
for $4.397 million! These funds will be used toward
NJCF’s acquisition of the property. NJCF will also
work with USDA-NRCS staff to restore these areas
to wetlands. We are excited about this project and

look forward to this partnership!
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NJCF Completes Purchase
of 9,400-Acre Pine Barrens

Property!

At 10:00 PM on December 31, 2003, thanks to the
generosity of hundreds of individual, foundation and
corporate supporters, NJCF became the owner of

the 9,400-acre DeMarco property — now called the
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The mission of New Jersey Conservation
Foundation is to preserve New Jersey’s land and
natural resources for the benefit of all. As a leading
innovator and catalyst for saving land, New Jersey
Conservation Foundation (N)CF): protects strategic
lands through acquisition and stewardship;
promotes strong land use policies; and forges
partnerships to achieve conservation goals.

For more than forty years, NJCF has worked to
protect the state’s farmland, forests, urban parks,
wetlands, water quality and special places.

For information about becoming a member or
to request a change of address, please contact
Tara Vieira at (908) 234-1225, e-mail us at
info@njconservation.org, or visit our website
at www.njconservation.org.
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We invite your articles, photographs, comments,
and suggestions. Please send them to: New Jersey
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New Jersey Conservation Foundation ended 2003

by successfully purchasing the largest parcel of pri-

vate conservation land in state history — fourteen
square miles of critical Pine Barrens habitat for-

merly owned by the DeMarco family. We call this project area the Heart of the Pine Barrens, and with
good reason... This land embodies the Pine Barrens as a whole — a myriad of water resources and
habitat for dozens of rare, threatened and endangered plants and animals; connecting hundreds-
of-thousands of acres of other permanently-protected public lands. Long-term, we will manage the
property, now called the Franklin Parker Preserve, in honor of the first Chair of the Pinelands
Commission and a longtime member of NJCF’s Board of Trustees, to protect its natural resources
and provide passive recreation opportunities. But we still have to finish paying for the property —
and we need your help raising the $2.5 million purchase price balance. In addition, we are raising

$3 million for a stewardship fund to provide for the Preserve’s long-term management. If you would
like to be part of the biggest private preservation deal in New Jersey’s history, please contact me at

(908) 234-1225 or michele@njconservation.org!

MICHELE S. BYERS 5_.-"

Executive Director

New Stewardship Director for N)JCF

Jon Wagar, formerly NJCF’s Assistant Director of
Land Acquisition and Stewardship, has been pro-
moted to a newly created position of Stewardship
Director. Jon, who joined NJCF’s staff in 1999, is
now responsible for overseeing the management
of nearly 20,000 acres across the state!

Jon earned a Master of Forestry degree at the
Yale University School of Forestry and
Environmental Studies — where he also worked
as a field forester for Yale’s School Forests — and
has a BS in biology from Richard Stockton
College.

Prior to graduate school, Jon worked for Care
International in Guatemala working with subsis-
tence farmers to improve forestry and agricultur-
al practices. In Guatemala, he also taught
botany and plant physiology at an extension cam-
pus of the National University.

Jon has worked as a field botanist for the USDA
Forest Service, managing a research project that
studied the regeneration of Atlantic white cedar
in the New Jersey Pine Barrens.

He is a member of the Mendham Township
Open Space Trust Committee and is Land

\

Jon Wagar NJCF Stewardship Director

Steward of the Schiff Nature Preserve in
Mendham. We asked Jon to introduce himself,
and NJCF’s stewardship program, by answering a
few questions:

What exactly is meant by land stewardship and
why is it so important? The environmental writer
Aldo Leopold defined conservation as, “... a state
of harmony between ... [people] and land”.
NJCF'’s traditional focus on land acquisition and
public policy is the first step in conservation.
Land stewardship — proactively managing land to
Cont. on page 8

NJCFs Executive Director Michele S. Byers has been an advocate for the preservation of New Jerseys land, water & natural resources for

more than two decades. A recognized and respected land conservation leader, Michele currently serves as Vice Chair of the State Planning

Commission, Chair of the NJ State Ci
Member of the National Council of the Land Trust Alliance.

of the Highlands Coaliti

Treasurer of the Coaliti

for Conservation and



NJCF Completes s sttt
Purchase of
9,400-Acre Pine
Barrens Property!
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Top: Chatsworth Lake, Franklin

Parker Preserve.

Center: View from Apple Pie Hill,

Franklin Parker Preserve.

Bottom lefi: A reservoir in the
Franklin Parker Preserve frequented by
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Bottom right: A map showing the
location of the Franklin Parker

Preserve.
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LAND ACQUISITION

VA EROUND

* 9,400 acres, Burlington County, fee:
NJCF purchased this 14 square mile property

located in our Heart of the Pine Barrens Project
Area, permanently preserving its magnificent
natural resources and connecting hundreds of
thousands of acres of already protected publicly
owned land. The property, which contains nearly
8,000 acres of forest, 1,500 acres of reservoirs
and wetlands, and 800 acres of cranberry bogs,
has been named in honor of NJCF Honorary
Trustee and former Pinelands Commission
Chair, Franklin E. Parker. The cranberry bogs will
be restored to wetlands and named the
DeMarco Cranberry Meadows Natural Area.

ﬁ 109 acres, Quinton Township, Salem
County, easement: Working closely with the
Salem County Agriculture Development Board
and the State Agriculture Development
Committee (SADC), NJCF purchased an agricul-
tural/woodland/conservation easement — at a
bargain sale price from the DeWilde family — to
preserve this commercial nursery located in the
southern part of our Burden Hill Project Area,
just north of the Cumberland County border. The
property contains mature forests, open fields,
and a population of federally endangered swamp
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pink, surrounds Rhodo

Lake and is adjacent to a

120-acre preserve NJCF pur-

chased last year. Within the forests

of the DeWilde land are azaleas and rho-
dodendron bushes planted by the current
owner’s grandfather, which are a source of cul-
tivars for the family’s thriving nursery.

‘* 33 acres, Delaware Township,
Hunterdon County, fee: NJCF, in partner-
ship with the NJDEP Green Acres Program,
Hunterdon County and Delaware Township, pur-
chased this property from the Jarboe family. It is
situated in NJCF’s Wickecheoke Creek Project
Area. The property, which is immediately adja-
cent to the Cook property (see below) and other
lands preserved by NJCF, consists of open fields
and has direct frontage on the Wickecheoke
Creek. Its preservation protects an important
viewshed. The land will be added to NJCF’s
Wickecheoke Creek Preserve.

Vk 26 acres, Raritan Township,
Hunterdon County, fee-donation: The
Orbach family generously donated this land to
NJCF. The property is located in the headwaters
of NJCF's Wickecheoke Creek Project Area. The
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heavily forested
property contains
critical wetlands and
has direct frontage on
the Creek.

‘* 20 acres, Edison
Township, Middlesex County,
fee: NJCF worked closely with the
Township of Edison and the NJDEP Green
Acres Program to permanently preserve the
property located in NJCF's Arthur Kill Project Area.
The former Helstoski property — located in one of
the most densely developed parts of the state — is
a heavily forested wetland, contiguous with the go-
acre Alfieri tract now owned by the State of New
Jersey, and managed as a natural area.

ﬁ 19 acres, Delaware Township,
Hunterdon County, fee: Sold by the Cook
family for a bargain sale price, both Delaware
Township and Hunterdon County contributed
funding towards the purchase of this property,
which includes open fields, steep slopes and
spectacular views. The land is located in NJCF’s
Wickecheoke Creek Project Area, immediately
adjacent to the Jarboe property and other lands
owned by NJCF.



*2.5 acres, Delaware Township,
Hunterdon County, fee: Working in partner-
ship with the NJDEP Green Acres Program,
Hunterdon County, and Delaware Township,
NJCF purchased this property from the
Hodanish family. The property is located in
NJCF’s Wickecheoke Creek Project Area and
will provide a trail connector for NJCF’s
Wickecheoke Creek Greenway.

NJCF FOR THE STATE GREEN
ACRES PROGRAM

Because of significant delays to the Garden State
Preservation Trust appropriations and the resulting
lack of state funding for land acquisition, NJCF
stepped in for the NJDEP Green Acres program
and pre-acquired the following property:

ﬁ 9o acres, West Milford Township,
Passaic County, fee: NJCF, in partnership with
Passaic County and the NJDEP Green Acres
Program, permanently preserved this go-acre
woodland tract in NJCF’s Heart of the Highlands
Project Area. The forested property, which con-
tains cliffs and wetlands, will be transferred to
the State of New Jersey and added to Norvin
Green State Forest.

NJCF THROUGH ITS SHARED
STAFFING PROGRAM

NJCF'’s Shared Staffing Program provides land
conservation assistance to volunteer-staffed land
trusts and municipalities on a contract basis. In
2003, the Program helped preserve the following
properties:

NJCF with Friends of Hopewell Valley Open Space

ﬁ43 acres, Hopewell Township, Mercer
ounty, easement: The Schoenholtz property

features woodlands, wetlands and views of the
Sourland Mountain Natural Area. The property
will also feature limited public access.

ﬂo" 33 acres, Hopewell Township, Mercer

County, fee: This property includes a wooded
stream corridor and pasture lands and is adja-
cent to Washington Crossing State Park.

NJCF with Harding Land Trust

15 acres, Harding Township, Morris
County, fee: The O’Connor property is located
on a tributary of the Great Brook — one of the
main streams that flows into the Great Swamp
and eventually the Passaic River. The property
is adjacent to other preserved lands.

NJCF with Hunterdon Land Trust Alliance

*170 acres West Amwell Township,
unterdon County, fee: Located in the
Sourland Mountain natural area, the Risi and
Good Shepherd properties consist of woodlands
and adjoin the Alexauken Creek Wildlife
Management Area.

*’ 15 acres, Kingwood Township,
Hunterdon County, fee: The Top Holdings
property consists of woodlands and fields and
fronts on Lockatong Creek.

NJCF with South Jersey Land Trust

ﬂ' 68 acres, Logan and Woolwich
Townships, Gloucester County, fee and
easement: Situated on Raccoon Creek, the
Liberty tract is dominated by agricultural fields.
The tract was owned by one of the largest
corporate developers in the Delaware Valley
and was slated to be fully developed.



Land Protection

Laws and Land
Stewardship are
Focus of NJCF's
Public Policy Program

The Highlands Act Passes: New Jersey’s
Most Significant Environmental Measure in

Decades!

On June 10, the Highlands Water Protection and
Planning Act passed overwhelmingly in the New
Jersey Legislature, an accomplishment equivalent
to passage of the precedent-setting Pinelands
Protection Act nearly 40 years ago. As we write
this, the bill awaits Governor McGreevey's signa-
ture. Its passage marks a summit in NJCF’s
more than 15 years of consistent efforts to assure
protection for the magnificent 1000-square mile
Highlands Region in northwest New Jersey. The
region’s rugged forested hills, scenic reservoirs
and pure streams provide over half of the State’s
residents — more than 4 million people — with
drinking water. (Also see Fall 2003 NJCF
Newsletter.)

Last year, Governor McGreevey appointed a
Highlands Task Force that included NJCF
Executive Director Michele S. Byers, who also
serves as chair of the NJ Committee of the
Highlands Coalition. On March 13, 2004, the
Task Force issued bold recommendations for
protecting the resources of the region. Bipartisan
legislation to implement the recommendations
was soon introduced in the New Jersey
Legislature — an effort led by Senators Bob Smith
(D) and Robert Martin (R) and Assemblyman
John McKeon (D).

NJCF helped lead Highlands Coalition efforts to
ensure passage of strong legislation to protect
this critical region of 88 municipalities. NJCF
helped counter strong development interests’
opposition to the legislation by organizing envi-
ronmental community attendance at seven leg-
islative hearings and by staging press events that
highlighted support by local officials.

The Highlands Act creates a Highlands regional
planning council, appointed by the Governor,
whose plan will be mandatory within the
Highlands Preservation Area, and advisory in the
surrounding Planning Area. Stronger state envi-

ronmental regulations within the Preservation
Area will prevent most commercial and large-
scale residential development outside of centers
designated by the State Plan. The Act will also
establish a Transfer of Development Rights
(TDR) program for the region.

When implemented effectively, the Act will
ensure protection of this critical water supply,
and its associated forests and farmland, wildlife
habitat and recreational opportunities, for gener-
ations to come.

Transfer of Development Rights Legislation
Passes after Years of Advocacy!

On March 29, Governor McGreevey signed the
new statewide Transfer of Development rights
(TDR) bill into law. The law enables municipali-
ties and counties — working alone or together —
to create programs where development potential
will be transferred from areas designated for
preservation (“sending areas”) to areas more
appropriate for growth (“receiving areas”). NJCF
and its partners have advocated for TDR legisla-
tion for decades. Implementation of TDR pro-
grams will assist the protection of environmental-
ly sensitive areas, while increasing the potential to
direct growth and redevelopment to areas where
infrastructure is in place to support it.

TDR is not a new concept in New Jersey. It has
been regionally and locally implemented in the
Pinelands for over 20 years and was enabled
statewide in a limited manner under the existing
land use law — such as by clustering of develop-
ment and the calculation of density on non-con-
tiguous lots. However, the new law will greatly
expand its use, and together with the State
Development and Redevelopment Plan, will go a
long way to protect the equity in private property,
control sprawl, protect environmentally and
historically critical sites and redevelop our

cities and towns.

Farmland Preservation

With over 100,000 acres now preserved through
the State Farmland Preservation Program —
which NJCF helped found two decades ago —
there is much to be proud of. There is also
much to be improved. Most of the preserved

Lake Gerard in the N Highlands. Photo by Wilma Frey.

farmland in the state produces fruit, vegetables,
grain, and livestock that depend upon New
Jersey's high quality agricultural soils and

open fields. However, New Jersey's Farmland
Preservation Program does not always protect
the natural resources associated with farmland,
but also allows for wall-to-wall greenhouses or
indoor poultry operations. With nearly half our
land preservation dollars going to farmland
protection, we need to make sure prime soils
and water recharge areas are protected when we
preserve farmland! Farmland preservation and
natural resource preservation can complement
each other.

This year, NJCF is working to establish a limit on
buildings (“impervious cover”) permitted on pre-
served farmland, and to protect forested areas
on these properties so that farmland values are
truly protected.

Forestland Stewardship

From the Highlands in the north to the Pine
Barrens in the south, New Jersey boasts magnifi-
cent forests. A key component of our steward-
ship work this year seeks to better protect forests
on both public and private lands. In the north,
our forests are seriously threatened by deer
overgrazing and invasive species. In the Pine
Barrens, hybrid tree plantations threaten the bio-
logical integrity of this internationally recognized,
ecologically unique region. NJCF is working with
its partner organizations to enact laws and regu-
lations that will stop the loss of critical forestland
throughout the state, and protect forests already
in public ownership.

Green Acres Program

As land becomes increasingly scarce in New
Jersey, public parks and other open spaces are
a growing target for competing public needs
and desires. Schools, roads and commercial
stadiums are among the uses our parks may
be converted to if we don't protect what we
have already preserved. NJCF is endeavoring to
strengthen the State Green Acres Program rules
governing the diversion of public parkland to
other uses. We are also working to defeat appli-
cations for inappropriate diversions at sites
throughout the state.



NJCF awards grants to 10 groups

across the state

In 2003, we awarded grants totaling $36,500 to
10 nonprofit conservation organizations across
New Jersey. Through our Grants-in-Aid Program,
NJCF helps partner groups become proficient

at land conservation; develop long-term, viable
programs; and design creative projects that can
serve as models for other communities.

Established in 1991, NJCF’s Grants-in-Aid
program supports:

m Permanent preservation of land through
acquisition or other means;

m Development of creative approaches to land
preservation and stewardship; and

B Public education and awareness of land
preservation issues.

2003 grant recipients include:

Camden Greenways Inc., City of Camden,
Camden County | To broaden local support and
participation in the development of a continuous
waterfront greenway in Camden and to advance
its implementation.

Canal Society of New Jersey, Morristown, Morris
County | To acquire and permanently preserve
the Riggs-Morris Canal property in Roxbury
Township, Morris County, as the first acquisition
within the evolving, cross-state Morris Canal
Greenway.

Citizens Right to Access Beaches, Point Pleasant
Beach, Ocean County | To restore a dune
ecosystem that has been damaged by improper
public access and to educate the public on the
role dune structures play in environmental pro-
tection while contributing to the aesthetics of
the beach experience.

Friends of Holmdel Open Space, Holmdel,
Monmouth County | To continue educating res-
idents of Holmdel concerning the importance of
implementing the township’s open space and
preservation goals, and raising awareness of the
role of Friends of Holmdel Open Space.

Genesis Farm, Blairstown, Warren County |
To help small-scale farmers in northwestern
New Jersey make a fair profit through creating
direct to consumer markets and launching a
local food campaign.

Hunterdon Land Trust Alliance, Frenchtown,
Hunterdon County | Ancillary costs associated
with acquisition of a property in Delaware
Township.

Musconetcong Watershed Association, Asbury,
Warren County | To raise awareness about criti-
cal land preservation and conservation issues in
the Musconetcong River watershed.

New York - New Jersey Trail Conference,
Mahwah, Bergen County | To apply additional
data layers to those compiled by NJCF's Garden
State Greenways Project to identify practical and
feasible trail corridors that will interconnect exist-
ing trails and protected public open spaces.

Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus Stem
Embankment Preservation Coalition, Jersey City,
Hudson County | To complete a strategic plan
for acquiring the Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus
Stem Embankment; conduct title and abandon-
ment research; distribute the plan to potential
partners; publish the plan for the public.

Rancocas Conservancy, Medford, Burlington
County | To provide startup funding for the
inaugural year of the Burlington County
Green Table.

Funds were also set aside for emergency grants
to organizations with projects that reach a criti-
cal point and need immediate financial support.

The Grants-in-Aid Program is made possible
by support from the Doris Duke Charitable
Foundation, the Victoria Foundation, and an
anonymous foundation.

“NJCF is grateful to these foundations for
generously supporting conservation throughout
the state. The Grants-in-Aid Program enables
NJCF to partner with fellow nonprofit organiza-
tions and ensure that critical preservation proj-
ects happen,” said NJCF Executive Director
Michele Byers.

NJCF Through the Years

In March 1979, Franklin E. Parker — at
the time an NJCF trustee — was
named by then Governor Brendan T.
Byrne as the first Chairman of the
Pinelands Commission, which had
been recently created and given broad
powers of development review and
land-use planning in the region.
Parker was one of seven appoint-
ments to the 15-member Commission
by the Governor. Seven additional
members were named by the seven
counties within the boundaries of the
region, and one by the Secretary of
the Interior — an arrangement still in
place today.

“We can thank Frank Parker for the
ecological and economic well being of
the Pinelands we know today,” opined
long-time Pinelands Commissioner
Candy Ashmun — who was also
appointed to the Commission in 1979.

“His knowledge of the law; his deter-
mination to pursue the unique part-
nership described in both the federal
and state Pinelands protection laws;
his leadership in bringing this unique
body to consensus; and his recruit-
ment of the best minds in the country
to help to develop a new paradigm
for land use planning; resulted in a
Comprehensive Management Plan
that has become the national model
for effectively managing growth to
protect important natural resources”
Ashmun continued.

Parker has been an NJCF Honorary
Trustee since 1994. He served as a
NJCF trustee from 1964 to 1994, and
Board president from 1965 to 1968.



protect its natural resource values — is the
next step, and moves us closer toward
Leopold’s vision.

Land stewardship includes developing sus-
tainable land use practices — particularly in
farming and forestry — which ensures the next
generation of New Jerseyans have farm fresh
produce and the opportunity to experience a
healthy native forest. Land stewardship
means maintaining a cultural connection to
our landscape, creating ways whereby all the
people of New Jersey can easily enjoy and
appreciate the natural beauty of the Garden
State.

How much preserved land does NJCF man-
age? NJCF owns more than 16,800 acres of
land and protects an additional 3,050 acres
covered by 8o conservation easements — near-
ly 31 square miles. By comparison, the island
of Manhattan contains 23 square miles.

In addition to managing our own properties,
NJCF works closely with state, local, and non-
profit agencies to find creative ways to man-
age thousands of additional acres.

What kind of stewardship activities is NJCF
currently involved in? Stewardship at NJCF is
organized into several categories: conserva-
tion easement stewardship, natural resource
protection and restoration, and enhancing
the visitor experience.

Conservation Easements: A conservation
easement is a legal agreement between a
landowner and a land conservation group or
government agency that permanently restricts
the use of land to protect its natural resource
and open space values. NJCF received its
first easement in 1972, and is responsible for
protecting — in perpetuity — the natural
resources of 3,050 acres covered by 8o differ-
ent conservation easements, with 8o different
owners! NJCF monitors its easements
through yearly visits and landowner outreach
and education.

In addition to monitoring its own easements,
NJCF assists local, state, and other non-prof-
its in developing effective conservation ease-
ment language and easement monitoring
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programs. We are now putting together a
comprehensive easement stewardship manual
that we will share with the wider conservation
community.

Natural Resource Protection and Restoration:
NJCF works to develop innovative natural
resource protection and restoration tech-
niques to deal with the challenge of perma-
nently preserving natural resources, here in
the nation’s most densely populated state.
Examples include large-scale reforestation
efforts, the creation of unique plant commu-
nities, restoration of disappearing forest types
such as Atlantic white cedar, small-scale
forestry projects to create rare wildlife habi-
tats, and experiments that seek solutions to
ecological problems such as overabundant
deer and invasive non-native plant and ani-
mal species.

Visitor Experience: In his seminal book, A
Sand County Almanac, Aldo Leopold won-
dered “...how to bring about a striving for
harmony with land among a people many of
whom have forgotten that there is any such
thing as land, among whom education and
culture have become almost synonymous
with landlessness.”

NJCF believes that New Jerseyans should be
able to experience the surreal beauty of an
Atlantic white cedar swamp; listen to the song

of a bluebird in a native warm season grass-
land; enjoy majestic views of unbroken forests
from the top of a mountain; purchase farm-
fresh locally-grown fruit and vegetables; and to
walk out their front door and hop on a trail or
greenway, which leads to an interconnected
system of parks and open spaces. Experiences
such as these enrich our lives and give us an
appreciation for the natural world. Enjoying
the outdoors is also healthy; obesity and dis-
eases such as diabetes are reaching epidemic
proportions because we do not exercise the
way we should. As we regain more of a con-
nection to the land through outdoor activities
we become healthier, both physically and
mentally.

NJCF is committed to making the open space
we work so hard to preserve accessible to
everyone in New Jersey, and we are dedicated
to enhancing ways that people can appreciate
this natural heritage. We are working to meet
this challenge on our own preserves, and in
partnership with government and other land
preservation organizations.

What are some of the big stewardship chal-
lenges facing NJCF? One of the biggest chal-
lenges for NJCF this year is the development
and implementation of a comprehensive man-
agement and wetlands restoration plan for the



Chestnut tree plantings, a result of partnership between NJCF and ACE
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9,400-acre Franklin Parker Preserve in
the Pine Barrens. This will be the
largest wetlands restoration undertaken
by a land trust in New Jersey, and one of
the largest wetlands restoration projects
on the east coast. At the same time, we
will be developing comprehensive land
management plans for our other strate-
gic preserves around the state.

A long-term challenge is the monitoring
and enforcing of NJCF’s conservation
easements in perpetuity. As land own-
ership changes, easements become
more challenging to manage and pro-
tect. Although we have not yet had a
major conservation easement violation,
we are constantly vigilant!

What kinds of resources are needed?
If NJCF is to create a full-fledged land
stewardship program we need to find
new financial resources. We must also
grow our conservation easement
defense fund to ensure we have the
funding to monitor and enforce our
easements.

We also need strong stewardship part-
nerships to enable us to accomplish
much more than we can alone. One
recent example is our effort to restore
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the American chestnut tree to New
Jersey. At the turn of the 20th Century,
the American chestnut, once one of the
most common trees in the eastern
North American forests, was essentially
wiped out by chestnut blight — a fungus
inadvertently introduced to the U.S.
from Asia. The American Chestnut
Foundation (ACF) has been working
for years to develop a blight-resistant
American chestnut, and is looking for
appropriate places in New Jersey to
plant blight-resistant trees. Working
with the ACF, we planted blight-resistant
chestnuts on several of our properties,
and connected the ACF with the New
Jersey Forest Service and Morris County.
We will continue to look for opportuni-
ties to form creative partnerships.

The management and stewardship of
land is extremely labor intensive. Along
with its professional stewardship staff,
NJCF depends on volunteers to main-
tain hiking trails, remove invasive
species, build fences, post signs, and
plant trees. Moving forward, we will
need to expand this network of volun-
teers — and the range of activities they
are involved in — to help manage
NJCF’s and New Jersey’s growing
preserve system!

Save the Date for these upcoming Walks & Talks

All events held at NJCF’s Bamboo Brook Headquarters unless
otherwise noted.

Wednesday September 22, 1:00 — 3:00 pm

What’s In My Backyard — Fall

Come discover the signs of the season in your own backyard
or local park

Saturday October 2, 10:00 am — 12:00 pm

Third Annual Great Swamp Walk

Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge, Morris County
Join us for a guided exploration of NJCF’s first major land
preservation victory

Wednesday October 27, 3:30 — 5:00 pm

Nature’s Trick or Treat Halloween Walk

Bring the whole gang for this costume-optional family walk at
Bamboo Brook. Nature’s tricks will be highlighted and treats
will be served.

Sunday November 14, 12:00 — 5:00 pm

Annual Donald Jones Memorial Hike

Delaware Township, Hunterdon County

Join us for an exploration of NJCF’s Wickecheoke Creek Greenway

Wednesday November 17, 1:00 — 3:00 pm

Highlands Talk

Learn more about this highly threatened, natural resource-rich
region in the northern reaches of the state.

For more information, please contact Doug Held at doug@njcon-
servation.org or (908) 234-1225. For updated information about

NJCF events, visit our website, www.njconservation.org.
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Volunteer Spotlight:

Supporting NJCF comes naturally to Stephanie
(Muff) Jones. Her parents Beverley and
Donald were early advocates of NJCF's work in
Delaware Township and Donald was a longtime
NJCF Trustee and past president. In 1993, in
recognition of their significant contributions to
land conservation in the area, the Donald B.
and Beverley Jones Memorial Footpath was
established at NJCF’s Wickecheoke Creek
Preserve. On the second Sunday of each
November, the Jones Family, along with NJCF
and the Delaware River Mill Society, host the
annual Donald B. Jones Memorial Hike.

Without Stephanie’s dedicated volunteerism,
this hike would not be the success it is today!
What started out in 1993 as a small gathering
of family and friends has become one of
NJCF's largest annuals events — in 2003, over
150 people attended. Stephanie does a won-
derful job organizing the invitations, the hikes,
and the spectacular spread of food that awaits
tired hikers on their return to the Mill.

Throughout the rest of the year, Stephanie
hosts neighborhood gatherings for NJCF in her
home, helps with mailings and outreach, and
contacts landowners and potential donors.
When she walks along the creek she picks up
trash. When she talks to friends or neighbors
she mentions NJCF’s work in the community.
She is also the co-chair of NJCF’s Wickecheoke
Creek Advisory Committee.

Stephanie does this all while running the family
farm, raising her two daughters and volunteer-
ing at their school, consulting as a psychothera-
pist, and volunteering for the local Democratic
Club, the Delaware River Mill Society, and other
community groups. She is a very devoted sup-
porter and volunteer and we appreciate her very
much!

NJCF Thanks

Ways of Giving to New Jersey Conservation Foundation

Your generous support can help protect New
Jersey’s land, water and natural resources
today — creating a natural legacy for future
generations. There are many ways to make
a gift or fulfill a pledge to New Jersey
Conservation Foundation including outright
gifts, bequests, and charitable gift annuities.

Charitable Gift Annuity

With a charitable gift annuity, a donor
makes a significant planned gift to NJCF
— through the Community Foundation of
New Jersey — and in return, receives a
fixed income for life based on the donor’s
age at the time of the gift. The donor
may also benefit from tax savings
through a charitable gift deduction. A por-
tion of the annual annuity payments are
also tax-free. NJCF receives the remaining
principal of the gift at the end of the ben-
eficiary’s life, ensuring the future preser-
vation of New Jersey’s natural resources.

MAUREEN OGDEN

Maureen Ogden — former New Jersey
State Assemblywoman, Board Member
and First Chair of the Garden State
Preservation Trust, and NJCF Advisory
Council member — was the first to
establish a charitable gift annuity for
NJCF using this program. The annuity,
which will support the long-term stew-
ardship of the Franklin Parker Preserve,
proved to be the perfect tool for meeting
Mrs. Ogden’s goals.

“I wanted to make a major gift to help
preserve this spectacular property, but |
also wanted the reassurance of a contin-
ued stream of income,” Mrs. Ogden said.
“Establishing a charitable gift annuity
allowed me to achieve both of my goals.”

“The partnership between the
Community Foundation of New Jersey
and New Jersey Conservation Foundation
made the process very easy,” continued
Mrs. Ogden. “I encourage others to
consider charitable gift annuities when
deciding how to donate.”

Outright Gifts

Your outright gift of cash or publicly trad-
ed securities — including stocks, bonds
or mutual funds — can be put to work
immediately by NJCF while helping
reduce your taxes. Thanks to a challenge
grant given by a generous Trustee, your
investment in our work can be doubled.
Use the enclosed envelope to make your
charitable gift to NJCF today!

Bequests

Millions of Americans do not have a will.
Unfortunately, upon the death of the indi-
vidual, the state determines the disposi-
tion of his or her assets. Therefore, a will
is critical to ensuring that the people and
organizations you care about are the ben-
eficiaries of your assets. There are several
types of bequest gifts, but no matter
which is chosen, designating NJCF as a
beneficiary will benefit the continued
preservation of New Jersey’s natural her-
itage. Deferred gifts to NJCF through a
will are fully deductible for estate tax pur-
poses. Please consider including New
Jersey Conservation Foundation in your
estate planning.

For additional information, please
contact: Stephanie Monahan,
Assistant Director, Development
& Outreach: (908) 234-1225 or
stephanie@njconservation.org



Thank You to Our Donors From September ’03 to April ‘o4

New Members
The Richard R. Howe Foundation
Mr. Kenneth |. Abere
Mr. Albert D. Addis
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Allison
Mr. John T. Andrews, Jr.
Mr. Joseph Arsenault
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Atencio
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Babson
Mrs. Anne M. Baldinger
Mr. Chad V. Bannan
Ms. Claire Barlotta
Ms. Marjorie A. Barrett
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Baus
Mr. Elwood Baxter
Mr. and Mrs. B. Richard Benioff
Dr. Walter Bien
Ms. Veronica L. Bishop
Dr. Edgar C. Bristow
Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Brooks
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Brown
Ms. Cecile Brunner
Mr. and Mrs. and Mrs. James A. Brydon
Mr. Laurence N. Butler
Mr. George Butrus
Ms. Nancy S. Byron
Dr. Michael Bzdak
Mr. Charles Carmalt
Ms. Jean A. Cater
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Chapman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Charles
John and Barbara Chatham
Mr. Philip Cioffari
Ms. Margery Clare
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cowan
Ms. Carole Crossman
Mr. and Mrs. John Cunningham
Ms. Doris Curley
Mr. Jeffrey M. Cusano
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent D’Antonio
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Daul
Mr. Donald R. Davey
Mr. Charles A. Deremer
Mr. and Mrs. Paolo DeStefano
Mr. George |. Dittmar
Mr. R. Peter Dubrul
Ms. Christine Ertle
Mr. Joseph E. Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Ewig
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Ferreby
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Fiebiger
Mr. and Mrs. John Fricker
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Gant
Mr. and Mrs. John |. Garcia, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Gardner
Mr. Matthew Garth
Ms. Gladys E. Gassert
Mr. James C. Geist
Ms. Fern Gibbons
Mrs. Amelia D. Glass
Mrs. and Mrs. Gregory Goellner
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Grant
Mr. and Mrs. Barry F. Grove
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gunn
Mr. John Hankin and

Ms. Samantha Rothman
Mr. and Mrs. Donald S. Heft
Ms. Rosalind Hendrickson

Mr. Paul Hennessey
Ms. Blanche Hepplewhite
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Hicks
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Hollo
Mr. James ). Hone and Mr. Neill Heath
Mr. Robert M. Hordon
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Huebner
Mr. Roger W. Jacobs
Mr. Richard A. Jarrell
Ms. Janet Shearer Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kanner
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kazal
Mr. Earl Kerchner
Mr. and Ms. Christopher Kerr
Ms. Carolyn N. Kohn
YTA C. Kradoska
David C. Kronick
Mr. William A. Kunz
Mr. Leo Laaksonen and Mrs. Mary Barna
Mr. Lawrence LaFevre
Ms. June F. Leatherbee
Ms. Evelyn Leitch
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Licciardi
Mr. Joseph P. Lorenzo
Mr. Andrew Loza
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence H Mather
Mr. Daniel ). Matyola
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis McConnell
Ms. Diane W. McConnell
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W Mclntyre
Mr. John McNamara and Ms. Mary Sudia
Ms. Lucretia Llynn McNitt
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Melnyk
Ms. Tina Marie Nielsen
Ms. Debra Sue Pawa and
Mr. Richard Schatzman
Mr. Preston Peacock and
Mrs. Luba Rafalson
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph T. Perrine
Mr. Paul A. Pezzutti
Suwathin Phiansunthon
Ms. Prudence Pigott
Mr. and Mrs. John Pisano
Dr. and Mrs. Stanley Praiss
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pulkowski
Mr. and Mrs. R. Fenn Putman
Mr. Nelson W. Randolph
Mr. and Mrs. William Reitsma
Mr. and Mrs. ). Harvey Roberson
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Roberts
Mrs. Cynthia M. Robinson
Mr. David E. Rojer
Ms. Ann E. Romberger
Mr. Richard Ryerson and Mrs. Marla Eby
Ms. Elizabeth Sampath and Mr. John Suter
Ms. R. Marilyn Schmidt
Ms. Hattie M. Seiwell
Mr. Robert L. Shandor
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart ). Sinder
Mr. Paul Sisson
Mr. Robert Socha
Ms. Susan A. Sommer
Mr. William R. Soons
Mr. Roger Spingarn
Mr. John F. Sprague
Mr. Richard C. Steele
Ms. Sally Stevralia
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stockman

Mr. John P. Sulpy
Mr. and Mrs. Juris Svarcbergs
Mr. Mark Szutarski
Mr. William A. Timpson
Mr. and Mrs. Arman D. Tookmanian, Jr.
Mr. David Topchik
Mr. Roger ). Topping
Mr. Steve Trigilio
Ms. Adrienne Tymiak and
Mr. David Ackerman
Mrs. Isabel Vieira and Mr. Marco Sardeira
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Von Zumbusch
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Waters
Mr. Andrew C. Wells
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford W. Wells
Dr. and Mrs. Lennard Wharton
Ms. Jane Wille
Ms. Betty Wilson
Mr. Patrick ). Witkowski
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence C. Wohl
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wolsky
Ms. Barbara Yastine
Ms. Kathleen Yurwit
Ms. Linda Zaino
Ms. Elizabeth A. Zingg

Corporations

A. R. Demarco Enterprises, Inc.
Achenbach & Associates, LLC
Banisch Associates, Inc.

Central Jersey Title Company, Inc.
Cornerstone Financial Group
Ronald A. Curini Appraisal Company, Inc.
EBSCO Industries, Inc.

Electron Tubes, Inc.

Fair Winds Farm Inc.

Norman J. Goldberg, Inc.
Goldman Sachs Princeton LLC
Kay & Associates, Inc.

Kinsey Associates

KSS Architects LLP

M2 Associates, Inc.

Maximillian Hayden Arthitect, Inc.
McKinsey & Company, Inc.
Portwide Cargo Securing Co.
Spear, Leeds & Kellogg

TAH Industries, Inc.

World Reach, Inc.

Matching Gifts

Altria Matching Gifts Program

American Express Foundation

BD Matching Gift Program

Chubb & Son Inc.

Clariant

ExxonMobil Foundation

IBM International Foundation

The ).P. Morgan Chase Foundation

Johnson & Johnson Family of Companies

Harris and Eliza Kempner Fund

New York Times Company Foundation

Nissan North America, Inc.

Nordson Corporation Matching Gifts
Program

Pfizer Foundation

Prudential Foundation Matching Gifts

Timelnc.

World Reach, Inc.

NJCF STAFF

MICHELE S. BYERS — EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

ERICA ARLES — RECEPTIONIST-ADMINISTRA-
TIVE ASSISTANT

BRETT G. ANDERSON — MANAGER OF
FOUNDATION & CORPORATE RELATIONS

ALIX BACON — REGIONAL MANAGER WEST-
ERN PIEDMONT

CAROL K. BANHART — SENIOR COORDINA-
TOR, DEVELOPMENT & OUTREACH

LOUIS ). CANTAFIO — LAND STEWARD

SUSAN C. CURRIE — DIRECTOR OF
ACQUISITION

ARIA (BETH) E. DAVISSON — REGIONAL
MANAGER BLACK RIVER GREENWAY

EMILE D. DEVITO, PH.D. — MANAGER OF
SCIENCE AND STEWARDSHIP

JANET EISENHAUER — REGIONAL MANAGER
DELAWARE BAYSHORE /SOUTH JERSEY METRO

JOAN FISCHER — CONSULTANT, POLICY
ISSUES

WILMA E. FREY — PROJECT MANAGER -
HIGHLANDS

KARA GROBERT — COMMUNICATIONS
DIRECTOR

AMY HANSEN — POLICY ANALYST
DOUGLAS HELD — OUTREACH MANAGER

CHRIS JAGE — REGIONAL MANAGER PINE
BARRENS

DONALD KIRCHHOFFER — PROJECT MANAG-
ER - DELAWARE BAY WATERSHED

LISA MACCOLLUM — MANAGER, EASEMENT
STEWARDSHIP AND ACQUISITION

ALISON E. MITCHELL — POLICY DIRECTOR

STEPHANIE MONAHAN — ASSISTANT
DIRECTOR, DEVELOPMENT & OUTREACH

TIM MORRIS — MANAGER, EASEMENT
STEWARDSHIP

MARIE K. NEWELL — PROJECT MANAGER
WESTERN PIEDMONT

SUSAN QUITZAU — BUSINESS
SYSTEMS/ACCOUNTING COORDINATOR

KAREN A. RICHARDS, CPA — FINANCE
DIRECTOR

EILEEN SWAN — CONSULTANT, GARDEN STATE
GREENWAYS

INGRID B. VANDEGAER — GARDEN STATE
GREENWAYS COORDINATOR

TARA LYNN VIEIRA — COORDINATOR,
DEVELOPMENT & OUTREACH

JON WAGAR — STEWARDSHIP DIRECTOR

HEIp us do more! poes THE CoMPANY YOU WORK FOR HAVE A “MATCHING GIFTS” PROGRAM? Many companies do... Check with your Human
Resources representative to find out if your tax-deductible contributions to NJCF are eligible to be matched dollar-for-dollar by your company. For more information

on ways to give to NJCF, please contact: Stephanie Monahan, stephanie@njconservation.org.

n



Act Today: Help NJCF Preserve New
Jersey’s Land and Natural Resources

The work highlighted in this issue of New Jersey Conservation was
made possible through the generous support of our members:
individuals, foundations and corporations with a steadfast com-
mitment to the protection of New Jersey’s land, natural resources
and quality of life. To make a gift to New Jersey Conservation
Foundation use the attached envelope, visit our website at
www.njconservation.org, or call us at 1-888-landsave.

We can’t do it without you!

Visit the New Jersey Conservation Foundation online at:

www.nhjconservation.org
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