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Jersey City Council President Mariano Vega announced last week that the city will form a task force to review Manhattan businessman Steve Hyman's latest plans for the Sixth Street Embankment.  The task force would consist of city officials, three council members - himself, Bill Gaughan and Steve Fulop - and members of the Embankment Preservation Coalition, a volunteer group dedicated to preserving open space atop the embankment, Vega said.

On Nov. 26, Hyman presented a "concept plan" to the council, which differed from the plan he has pending before the Planning Board that calls for tearing down the historic embankment and developing two-family homes. 

The new plan largely preserves the wall, sets aside open space, and opens up the possibility for expansion of the Hudson-Bergen Light Rail.   To make the plan work financially, Hyman has said he needs to be able to build between 1,100 and 1,500 housing units. 

In October, a federal board ruled that Conrail didn't properly abandon the old railroad turnaround when it sold it to Hyman in July 2005 for $3 million - a decision that could put his ownership of the 6-acre parcel in jeopardy. 

To cut off that possibility, Hyman presented this new concept plan. 
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