Wary harmony as plan unveiled for embankment 
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Manhattan businessman Steve Hyman didn't exactly woo his critics at the Jersey City council caucus Monday, but his presentation on his latest plan for the Sixth Street Embankment did soften his opponents. 

Hyman's plan would largely preserve the embankment's historic wall, set aside 75 percent of the footprint atop the embankment's six elevated blocks as open space, and even provides for an expansion of the Hudson-Bergen Light Rail system down Sixth Street, although it would put no money for this idea. 

To make the plan work, however, Hyman - accompanied by a phalanx of attorneys and architects - told council members he needs to build 1,100 to 1,500 units of housing. 

Members of the Embankment Preservation Coalition, who have labored nine years to preserve the old railroad turnaround as open space, said this new plan represents a significant improvement over the plan currently pending before the Planning Board, which calls for leveling the embankment's stone wall and building two-family houses. 

Maureen Crowley, coordinator of the Coalition, said her group would be willing to sit down with Hyman. 

"It's good Mr. Hyman is acknowledging the Coalition's goal for open space, historic preservation, and preserving the transportation corridor," said Crowley. "But it should be kept in mind he has an application pending before the Historic Preservation Commission for demolition of the wall." 

Hyman struck a more conciliatory attitude toward his critics last month when the federal Surface Transportation Board ruled Conrail did not properly abandon the rail line when it sold it to Hyman in July 2005. 

According to the Charles Montange, a Seattle-based attorney hired by the city, the ruling invalidates Hyman's deed and Conrail will eventually have to sell the property to the city for the same price Hyman paid - $3 million. 

Hyman's legal team, headed by former Hudson County Assignment Judge Arthur D'Italia labeled that opinion bunk, stating that if the city were to purchase the property it would have to pay between $10 million and $20 million - the range between the city's appraisal value and Hyman's estimate. 

City Council members, who by and large seemed impressed and receptive to Hyman's latest plan, suggested a working group be established, including elected officials and coalition members, to hash out a final plan. 

