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Manhattan businessman Steve Hyman didn't exactly woo critics at the Jersey City council caucus meeting last night, but his presentation on his latest plan for the Sixth Street Embankment did soften his opponents.
Hyman's plan largely preserves the embankment's historic wall, sets aside 75 percent of the footprint atop the embankment's six elevated blocks as open space, and even provides for an expansion of the light rail system, although it provides no money for this idea. 
To make the plan work however, Hyman told council members he needed to build 1,100 to 1,500 units of housing. 
Members of the Embankment Preservation Coalition, who have labored for nine years to preserve the old railroad turnaround as open space, said Hyman's plan represents a significant improvement over the plan currently pending before the planning board, which only calls for housing. 
Maureen Crowley, coordinator of the coalition, said her group would be willing to negotiate with Hyman. Crowley also said Hyman wouldn't have changed his plan if the city didn't sue Conrail for improperly selling the land to Hyman to begin with and her group hadn't remained active on the issue. 
Council members suggested putting together a working group comprised of elected officials and coalition members to work with Hyman to further develop the plan. 

