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Embankment cause goes, slows 

Friday, September 16, 2005 

By KEN THORBOURNE

JOURNAL STAFF WRITER 

Proponents of preserving the Sixth Street Embankment in Jersey City as open space had a topsy-turvy week. 

On Tuesday night, they were sky-high after Planning Board members voted unanimously to reject a proposal by developer Steven Hyman to subdivide a parcel of the eight-block stretch to build housing. 

Hyman exercised a long-held option to buy the old railroad turnaround in July from Conrail for $3 million, city officials said. 

But on Wednesday night, the fight to get the city to acquire the property and preserve it as open space took a turn for the worse. 

The City Council tabled a resolution to hire an out-of-state attorney to try to determine whether Conrail legally abandoned the mostly elevated site 10 years ago. 

"We would have preferred to have it (the resolution) approved," said Jennifer Meyer, president of the Embankment Preservation Coalition. 

Under federal law, Conrail needed to inform the federal Surface Transportation Board of its intentions to walk away from the site and give the city a 180-day window to purchase the property, proponents of the resolution said. 

Since Conrail didn't follow these rules, the sale to Hyman could be void and the city should be offered the property for the same price Hyman paid, they say. 

But several council members objected to spending the money on the $200-per-hour-attorney - Charles Montange of Seattle - without knowing the ultimate cost of acquiring the property and turning it into a park. 

Additionally, the property is now in private hands, and extremely litigious hands at that, said Ward D Councilman William Gaughan. 

"He sued Liberty Harbor North and it cost us hundreds of thousands of dollars," said Gaughan, referring to an 18-year court battle Hyman had with the city when the Redevelopment Agency tried to seize property he owned in Downtown Jersey City through eminent domain to make way for the Liberty Harbor North redevelopment project. 

Eventually, Hyman's property was removed from the redevelopment plan, Gaughan said. 

In the face of opposition from Gaughan and others, the council withdrew the motion pending a meeting with Montange to find out how much research would be required to do the job. 

State Assemblyman Louis Manzo, D-Jersey City, is pursuing his own case against Conrail and plans to be in court within two months. 

"We're doing the title search and putting the information together to file a pleading," Manzo said. 

Conrail maintains the statute applies to rail lines, and that the Sixth Street Embankment is a rail spur and thus exempt from the law, said John Enright, a company spokesman. 
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