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Developer threatens city with suits 

Friday, September 30, 2005 

By KEN THORBOURNE

JOURNAL STAFF WRITER 

Developer Steven Hyman said he plans to slap Jersey City with two lawsuits today, both accusing the city of impeding his right to develop the Sixth Street Embankment property as he sees fit. 

"The remedy is let me develop the property that I own," said Hyman. 

Hyman contends the city's Planning Board was wrong when it voted against a lot subdivision two weeks ago that would have allowed him to start building the 200 two-family homes he plans for the Embankment site, an elevated former railroad turnaround. 

He is also disputing the historic designation of the Embankment. 

"Most people don't look at this wall as historic," he said. "They see it as a pile of rubble." 

He referred to those who have vocally opposed his plans in favor of preserving the embankment as open space "a bunch of selfish and inconsiderate people." 

"They don't care about the $2 million in tax revenues this project would generate," he said. 

Hyman once tied up the city in court for eight years, arguing that Downtown property he owned should be removed from a redevelopment plan. Eventually, the land was taken out the plan. 

Hyman called the city's decision to hire an attorney in the matter "a waste of money." 

Even if the attorney proved Conrail did something wrong, Hyman still doesn't believe Conrail would then have to sell to the city, as some have contended. 

"We're not in Russia," he said. 
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