
Manzo: Conrail should have offered it to us first 


Friday, August 26, 2005  By BONNIE FRIEDMAN
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER 
Assemblyman Louis Manzo, D-Jersey City, is moving forward with a plan designed to preserve the Sixth Street Embankment in Downtown Jersey City as a site for open space. 

The Embankment - a six-block stretch of defunct railway - has been at the center of a dispute with New York developer Steve Hyman, who recently angered city officials and open space activists when he exercised a long-held option on the property, purchasing it from Conrail for $3 million. 

City officials and members of the Sixth Street Embankment Preservation Coalition had hoped to acquire the land and turn it into linear park, and already have raised $4.6 million from state and federal funds and private sources. In June, the City Council voted to seize the property through eminent domain. 

But Manzo's plan would negate the need for the city to take the property through eminent domain. 

According to United States code 10903, railroad companies looking to sell defunct rail lines must first file an application with the Surface Transportation Board. The company must then give public officials 180 days to purchase the property. 

But the statute only applies to rail lines, and Conrail maintains that the Sixth Street Embankment is a rail spur, and thus exempt from the law. 

"Based on our view of our legal obligations, we are comfortable that we had the ability to convey the property to a third property as we have just done," said John Enright, a spokesman for Conrail. 

Manzo disagreed, noting that the Pennsylvania Railroad used it as a means of moving large shipments out of the Jersey City's rail yards. 

"This was the major artery of getting freight from Jersey City to points westward," he said. "They are going to lose the argument." 

Manzo is filing a petition before the Surface Transportation Board asking for proof of abandonment and seeking the proper remedies. 

Hyman said the latest move is just another example of how officials in Jersey City choose to discriminate against him. 

"They had plenty of opportunity and they turned down purchasing the property on many occasions," he said. "And all of a sudden the city wants to buy it. Steve Hyman gets involved and they change their minds." 

Ward E Councilman Steven Fulop, whose district includes the Sixth Street Embankment, praised Manzo's efforts, but warned that all would be in vain unless Mayor Jerramiah Healy moves forward on appraising the property. 

Healy refused to comment before reading Manzo's plan. 
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