SUBJECT:  Portal Bridge Project: Request for Bike/Ped Accommodation 
Dear [Senator/Congressman etc./Name]:

I am writing to request your support for bicycle/pedestrian accommodation on the Hackensack Portal Bridge.  The East Coast Greenway Alliance is requesting that Green Acres mitigation take the form of a 20-foot-wide corridor, two miles long, for a bicycle and pedestrian path over the planned southern Hackensack River Portal bridge.  This mitigation would bring the East Coast Greenway off-road from Belleville Turnpike in Kearny to West Side Avenue in Jersey City, and would be a great spur to completion of the Greenway in Hudson County.

NJ Transit and Amtrak have stated that they cannot include bicycle/pedestrian access because of security and safety issues.  The evidence, however, shows that bridges with frequent nonmotorized users make our infrastructure more secure because the users serve as monitors.  There are also many precedents in New York City and the rest of the country where bicycle/pedestrian access is included on rail bridges without compromising the safety of the facility or our traveling public.

The decision to include bicycle and pedestrian access along the Portal Bridge will be a major precedent for the future of rail-with-trail access in the United States.  This $1.3 billion federally funded project should reflect the policy of the U.S. DOT to treat nonpolluting forms of transportation on a par with motorized transportation, and to emphasize innovative multimodal transportation forms.
Sincerely,

[Your name]

[Your address]

