March 30, 2010

Laurie Cotter, Deputy County Administrator

567 Pavonia Avenue

Jersey City, NJ 07305 

     FAX: 201.795.6520
Re: Portal Bridge Capacity Enhancement Project, Green Acres Scoping Hearing;
       Mitigation Request from Embankment Preservation Coalition 

Dear Ms. Cotter:

I am writing to request that mitigation required for the taking of two-and-a-half acres of Hudson County park be directed to securing land for an East Coast Greenway segment in Hudson County.

Specifically, I support the following East Coast Greenway Alliance proposal: 
a 20-foot-wide corridor, two miles long, for a bicycle and pedestrian path over the planned southern Hackensack River Portal bridge. This mitigation would bring the East Coast Greenway off-road from Belleville Turnpike in Kearny to West Side Avenue in Jersey City.  This exclusive bike/ped facility would be as follows:


· 0.4 miles from Belleville Pike (Kearny) to the western shore of the Hackensack River (some on land, some on the new bridge)

· 0.2 miles over the Hackensack River new southern rail bridge

· 1.4 miles from the eastern shore of the Hackensack River to West Side Av (Jersey City)
This request reflects the importance of enabling safe bike/ped access between New Jersey’s major cities

of Newark and Jersey City as well as Kearny and Secaucus.  It will spur completion through the County of the spine route of the East Coast Greenway−a goal of the County’s Open Space plan.

Sincerely,

[Your name]

[Your address]

