Your Name

Your Address

City, State Zip

Telephone

Date

The Honorable L. Harvey Smith

New Jersey Assembly

485-7 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive

Jersey City, NJ 07304-2305









Re:  
Objection to Legislation










S-1921 and A-2954
Dear Assemblyman Smith:

Please accept this letter in opposition to Senate Bill No. 1921 and Assembly Bill No. A-2954.  The proposed legislation would prohibit the N.J. Department of Environmental Protection from mandating public access to tidal waterfront areas adjacent to critical infrastructure or requiring the purchase or improvement of off-site locations.  This bill would eliminate public access provisions for all military, industrial, transportation, energy, or port facilities.
State and Federal Coastal Zone Management regulations have been successfully used to open up our waterfronts for public access, open space and recreation.  The N.J. D.E.P.’s waterfront walkway guidelines have been used to create world-class walkways along miles of Hudson County’s numerous waterfronts.  Without these regulations, each property owner could have, and would have used “safety” and “security” to prohibit access to the waterfront.  In fact, the N.J. Homebuilders Association used that argument with its lawsuit against public access in 1999.

The N.J. D.E.P. has not proposed to facilitate public access into or through truly critical infrastructure.  However, it should be the organization’s responsibility to facilitate a reasonable detour around sites where public access is not feasible or advisable.  * It makes even less sense to eliminate public access along waterfronts for all transportation projects.  The NJ DOT should consider and facilitate public access to waterfronts as a primary objective where transportation projects meet tidally flowed waterfronts.

The legislation does not adequately address this issue and should be amended or defeated.  If this legislation is enacted, the “safety” and “security” argument will be used by every organization and property owner to shirk its responsibility to the general public.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

(sign)

Name

Title (if any)

