Editorial from The Jersey Journal
It's now time for a 6th St. park

Saturday, August 13, 2005 

Jersey City, as anyone who lives here knows, is in desperate need of open space. Densely packed and intensely urban, the city's residents are constantly on the lookout for a little green space. 

So it seems a little curious the way the government has approached the Sixth Street Embankment, a massive railroad support that contains about 6 acres of land on top of it, land that is fairly unkempt and unused. 

Advocates for turning the embankment into a park make a persuasive case. Though we are not particularly moved when it comes to the "historic" nature of the brick wall that is the facade of the embankment, the importance of having a park there is beyond dispute. 

Last year, when the desire of many local residents to see the site preserved had already long been known to the City Council and the mayor, a New York real estate developer named Steve Hyman made a shrewd - if quite cynical - offer. 

Having purchased an option on the embankment from Conrail - a bit of foresight apparently lacking among city officials - Hyman offered to give the city the embankment in exchange for the approval of a controversial tax abatement he was pushing. While we opposed that abatement, for the Flintkote property, and would not have been happy for the city to gain the embankment at that price, what happened next was bizarre.

The city, quite rightly, refused to make that deal. But then, months later, the council approved the Flintkote abatement anyway, giving away the leverage over Hyman without extracting any concessions. 

Now the embankment is Hyman's and the city is left trying to figure out how to get it to be used as park land. The council has voted to take the property by eminent domain but now likely faces costly and lengthy litigation with Hyman, who is no stranger to court battles with the city. 

It is time for Mayor Jerramiah Healy, who has shown a consistent reluctance to go to court, to come up with a solution. This problem did not take anyone by surprise. It is not as if the city was never in a position to get the embankment.

But however it is done, the parcel must be turned into a park, preferably without years of delays and court proceedings. 
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