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THE PATH TO MONEY – The Pavonia-Newport PATH Station will have another entrance in the future with the help of $1.67 million earmarked by the federal government through the efforts of U.S. Rep. Robert Menendez. 
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Congress passed a $286 billion federal transportation bill last Friday that included $44.5 million for Hudson County's highway and transit projects.

These will include a $800,000 walkway between Hoboken and Jersey City over Long Slip Channel, allowing Jersey City residents to get off trains and buses at the Hoboken terminal and have the choice to walk over to Newport.

Additionally, $840,000 is allotted for a parking facility with 767 spaces in the McGinley Square section. The facility would house retail space on the street level.

Former Ward E City Councilman E. Junior Maldonado said that the Jersey City/Hoboken walkway, besides increasing transportation options, would help bridge a gap in the state-mandated waterfront walkway that spans from Fort Lee to Bayonne. He said that NJ Transit owns this body of water, but they had said in the past there was no money to develop the walkway.

SAFETEA-LU (Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users) is a bill that guarantees funding over a six year period from 2004 to 2009. 

Congressman Robert Menendez (D-13th Dist.), responsible for much of the money earmarked, was enthusiastic about the bill providing $167 million for the district he represents, in particular funding for the Liberty Corridor (see sidebar).

A number of projects will see money pouring in once the bill goes into effect later this year. In Jersey City, six projects will receive a total of $7.3 million in funding.

They are: the rehabilitation of Route 139 - $1.6 million; construction of West Entrance to Pavonia-Newport PATH Station - $1.67 million; McGinley Square Intermodal Facility - $840,000; possible public walkway andbike path over Sixth Street Embankment (see cover story) - $1.6 million; and Route 440 Rehabilitation and Boulevard Creation Project - $1 million; the Jersey City/Hoboken walkway, $800,000. 

Rehabilitation of Route 139, viaducts
The $1.6 million in federal dollars for the rehabilitation of Route 139 will help defray some of the $209 million that the state Department of Transportation is spending there. The project will see the repair of the 12th and 14th Street viaducts in Downtown Jersey City. The viaducts, both of which are over 60 years old, support the roads that lead to and from the Holland Tunnel. 

Work on the first phase started last month with construction under the 14th Street Viaduct and will continue through October. The entire project is expected to be completed in 2010.

Several meetings were organized by former Ward E City Councilman E. Junior Maldonado in the past year and a half to address concerns by downtown residents of increased traffic during construction.

Marc Lavorgna, spokesperson for the NJDOT, said that the $1.6 million in federal funds for the viaduct project will allow the state to use $1.6 million of their own money for other state projects. 

Sidebar 

Menendez and the Liberty Corridor
Of the $167 million that Rep. Robert Menendez brought to the 13th Congressional district, $104 million will go towards developing the Liberty Corridor. 

This is a concept that Menendez laid out several years ago that would reinvest in the infrastructure of the region, creating a more investor-friendly, more modern industrial area.

"The Liberty Corridor is more than a collection of highways and rail lines. The Corridor will be an economic engine like no other in the country. Research and development, manufacturing and export facilities will co-exist next to one another along one Corridor," said Menendez. 

Liberty Corridor, which emanates from the port of New York and New Jersey, travels north, south and west along railways, roadways and waterways. The $104 million will fund projects that help to improve the infrastructure in the Corridor, with the goal of being able to move freight more efficiently from Port Newark and Port Elizabeth, which will decrease the amount of truck traffic on the area's already overcrowded highways. It also is intended to stimulate the revitalization of contaminated sites around the Port region, attract new manufacturing and distribution centers with jobs, and strengthen the Port's status as the pre-eminent trade center of the East Coast.

There are over 1,000 acres of old industrial sites within 25 miles of the port. These underutilized sites can be redeveloped as freight and manufacturing villages that afford the region new jobs. In addition, these improved transportation links will permit a more efficient movement of cargo to and from existing distribution center clusters. - Al Sullivan 





