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Jersey City Mayor Jerramiah Healy and our City Council have a clear choice on the Sixth Street Embankment's future. I urge them to stand up with guts and not cave in to a New York developer and arrogant Conrail, who want to kill the Embankment park plan. 

I urge Mayor Healy and the council to take the Embankment by eminent domain, which the council approved. 

If there was a referendum, the vast majority would choose a park and not more market rate homes where the Embankment now stands. The city's lack of action has led to Conrail's selling this urban jewel, which should be a green park and trail connecting to the Hudson River Walkway and the East Coast Greenway. 

The people of Jersey City want green public open spaces. I live in the Journal Square ward, which doesn't have a single green park. Residents of all wards would come out to enjoy special peacefulness, community pride, and nature experiences at the unique, elevated Embankment park. 

We have a responsibility to preserve open space for future generations. Urban parks are necessities, providing a break from our concrete city and the stresses of urban life and of the world today. Most Jersey City residents don't have yards or second homes. Open space contributes powerfully to our quality of life. 

On Aug. 11, 1994, the day of the decisive public hearing against a Liberty State Park golf course, The Jersey Journal had a letter to the editor by Mariano Vega, then a member of the Board of Education. The now council president wisely wrote: "I am hungry for urban parks. Open space is at a premium for urban dwellers since parks contribute significantly to the mental health of any community." 

The people of Jersey City are hungry for parks. 

The Railroads exploited Jersey City for decades and now Conrail is giving it one last blow, one last kick in the face by selling the Embankment when they knew that the council had declared it a historic site and approved eminent domain. 

Crime prevention, affordable housing, education, and open space are all essential elements in making our city's future bright. Mayor Healy and the council must use their powers and take strong action and show true leadership now to save and create the Embankment and Reservoir parks. 
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