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The federal transportation bill that was approved by the House of Representatives and the Senate last week includes $1.6 million for the Sixth Street Embankment in Jersey City. 

City officials and lawmakers hope to use the money to buy and turn the defunct railroad into a six-acre parcel of parkland. Over the last two years, state Green Acres grants earmarked another $1.6 million for the project. 

But last week, New York developer Steve Hyman threw a monkey wrench into the city's plans by exercising his long held-option to buy the property from Conrail for $3 million.

Early last year, Hyman offered to donate the property in exchange for a tax abatement at the nearby Flintkote property. But when the city council rejected the abatement, Hyman took the offer off the table. 

Six months later, the council did an about-face - granting an abatement without winning the earlier prize. 

Stephen Gucciardo, chairman of the city's Historic Preservation Commission, urged city officials to use the newfound money to speed through the appraisal and acquisition process. 

"I would like the city to follow through on its commitment to condemn the parcel so the money can be put to good use," he said. 

David Donnelly, a special assistant to Mayor Jerramiah Healy, said the mayor has every intention of acquiring the property for open space. 

"We had a feeling that Hyman was going to use his option," he said. "But that doesn't stop us from chasing funding for open space." 
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