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An open letter 

To Mayor Healy and Council President Vega: 

We learned last week that a developer purchased the Sixth Street Embankment and seeks to move forward with removal of the walls and construction on the site. As a group of very concerned Fifth Street residents, we call on you to do everything within your power as Mayor and Council President of Jersey City to ensure that the city quickly moves forward to take the Harsimus Stem Embankment by eminent domain. 

We were outraged to learn that a developer purchased this property with full knowledge that the city was moving toward condemnation from the previous owner Conrail to create a much needed park for the people of downtown and that they have already filed an application to build housing on part of the property. 

The twice-landmarked Embankment structures are an integral part of the fabric of the two historic districts of Hamilton Park and Harsimus Cove and removal of the walls threatens the integrity of these historic districts and poses a serious threat to the health and quality of life of the current residents. 

With the development of the new condominiums on eastern side of Hamilton Park and at Erie and 10th streets; with the recent approval two 50- and 55-story residential buildings in Harsimus Cove, with a condominium complex planned on Newark Avenue near the turnpike, the population density of the Downtown is exploding. Since May 2004 until today more than 10,000 residential units have been approved, under construction or completed downtown with virtually no accommodation for public parks or open space. 

There can be no argument made that the Downtown needs more housing. It is clear what Downtown Jersey City needs is more open space. You stated your intention to take the Sixth Street Embankment by eminent domain for public green space. We implore you to move forward on that pledge. 
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